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Visit the Information
Resource Center booth
at the As’ad Library
International
Book Fair 2008

The Information Resource Center (IRC) at the American Cultural Center will
participate, as usual, in the Annual As’ad Library International Book Fair.
This year, the IRC has new titles of American books translated into Arabic, in
addition to some of your favorite old titles.

What is new this year?

In addition to our classic Arabic language books for adults, the IRC is selling
Arabic books for children from grades one to six. This collection of books is
called “My Arabic Library” and it was developed by Scholastic Inc., the
global children's publishing, education and media company. Scholastic’s
corporate mission is to help children around the world to read and learn.

My Arabic Library:

“My Arabic Library” is a unique educational project developed by Scholastic
to encourage a love of reading and learning in children across the Arabic-
speaking world. The program was been created to fill a well-documented
need for high-quality Arabic-language classroom titles with great appeal to
children.

Each grade library is comprised of a selection of high-interest fiction and
nonfiction titles, carefully chosen and translated by Arabic education
professionals. “My Arabic Library” includes a complete classroom library for



grades one through six. Each of these classroom libraries consists of 30-40
titles with subjects ranging from science, geography, biography, history, folk
tales, to contemporary and classic fiction.

At the Assad library bookfair we will sell the individual books for 50 SYPs a
piece. We also have information for teachers on ordering the complete set.

Bookfair timing:
From August 1 — 15

Morning from 9 am — 1 pm and evening from 5 pm — 11 pm
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A look at the Information Resource Center (IRC):

The Information Resource Center is a specialized reference and research
facility located in the American Cultural Center.

Through a wide variety of online databases, we provide you with free,
comprehensive and authoritative information on all aspects of the U.S. We
have access to documents on domestic and foreign policies, media issues,
legislative developments, as well as social, economic and political issues.

The IRC is the place to access research and reference materials. The staff
responds to inquiries for in-depth information from a diverse group of people
including journalists, professors, authors, scientists, and business people.
IRC staff can also provide individualized instruction for researchers, scholars
and journalists, using the IRC’s traditional and electronic resources.

IRC service:

Outreach Program: Our outreach program includes:

1. The creation of specialized information packages in response to
institutional or individual inquiries.

2. Daily electronic distribution of news, articles and research papers on a
wide range of topics such as political, economic, social and cultural issues.
Interested Syrian professionals can join this service by contacting the IRC
staff to enroll and start receiving materials in their chosen field of interest.
3. E-Docs alert service: provides an annotation and URL for reports,
studies and papers. It includes documents from: (1) U.S. executive agencies
and the Congressional branch; (2) think tanks; (3) professional associations;
and (4) international organization. IRC will send you these annotations
classified by themes, with the URL to access the full report. If it is
inconvenient for you to print out long reports, IRC invites you to visit us and
get the full text report in hard copy free of charge.

Internet Café: The IRC Internet Café has eleven computers with free
Internet.

The computers are available to the public from 12:00 - 4:30 pm Sunday
through Thursday. If you are unfamiliar with the Internet, IRC staff can help
with individualized training.

The IRC staff provides quick assistance and research using our resources.
Queries are accepted by phone at 3391-4118/3391-4195, email at
ircdamas@state.gov, or by appointment during working hours.

All IRC services are free of charge. A nominal fee per page is charged for
printing from the IRC computers and for photocopying. The IRC is open to
anyone age 18 and older. Entry to the Center requires a valid identification
card for Syrians or a valid passport for non-Syrians.

Service Hours:
Sunday—-Thursday
12:00pm — 04:30pm



Please note:

IRC will extend its hours from 4:30 pm till 6:00 pm
on Wednesday Movie Nights only.

Our online databases:

IRC offers you free access to the following online database which is available
only though IRC computers. Research is free and you only pay 1 Syrian
Pound for printed page. Please contact us to learn more about this free
service and arrange for an appointment.

EBSCOhost online databases:

It is a collection of online journal databases containing thousands of journal
articles that cover a wide variety of topics.

This multi-disciplinary database provides full text for more than 4,500
journals, including full text for more than 3,700 peer-reviewed titles. PDF
back files to 1975 or further are available for well over one hundred journals,
and searchable cited references are provided for 1,000 titles.

If you need to find journal articles for a research paper or project,
EBSCOhost is a great place to begin your search.

Become an IRC Fan!

Find us on
Facebook

Visit our Facebook page and become one of our Fans!

Be the first to invite to our cultural events, learn more about studying in
USA, read our news and announcements, join our discussion board, send us
questions and queries, and write on our wall.

IRC Damascus on Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Damascus-Syria/lIRC-
Damascus/19451965179

See you therel



The Election Corner

The Election Corner

This feature will allow those of you interested in U.S. Elections to get
updated information, look at related governmental and non-governmental
websites, get statistical resources, and help you learn more about the
U.S. Elections process.

June 24, 2008
Gallup Daily: Obama Holds Slight Edge, 46%6 vs. 43%b6

PRINCETON, NJ -- Voters' presidential preferences remain closely divided
between Democrat Barack Obama and Republican John McCain, with
Obama maintaining a slight edge, 46% to 43% in June 21-23 Gallup Poll
Daily tracking.

This is the fifth straight day that neither candidate has held a statistically
significant lead, although Obama has consistently polled a slightly higher
number, as he has since the start of June. On this long-term basis, it
seems clear that Obama has a significant, albeit slight, advantage in the
race.

The story behind the election numbers is that far more voters associate
themselves with the Democratic Party than the Republican Party, most
recently by a 14 percentage point margin, 50% to 36% (including
independents who lean to either party). The remaining 14% consider
themselves to be politically independent and express no partisan leaning.
The Democrats have held an average 13-point lead over the Republicans
on this measure of party affiliation since the start of Gallup Poll Daily



tracking in January. (To view the complete trend since March 7, 2008,
click here.)

Gullup Duaily Election Polling Results for the Presidential General Election,
Ohama vs. MeCuain, trend since May 27-June 1, 2008

Mational registered voters
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Given this, McCain is performing well in the national preference polling
relative to the general political environment, in part due to his appeal to
independents and conservative Democrats. -- Lydia Saad

Gullup Daily Election Polling Results for the General
Election, June 21-23, 2008

Based on a three-day rolling average of national registerad

viters

Candidate K
Obama 46
MeCain 44
Other (vol.) 1
MNeither (val.) 4
Mo opinion 6
MNumber of interviews 2,587
GALLUP P

Survey Methods

For the Gallup Poll Daily tracking survey, Gallup is interviewing no fewer
than 1,000 U.S. adults nationwide each day during 2008.



The general-election results are based on combined data from June 21-
23, 2008. For results based on this sample of 2,587 registered voters, the
maximum margin of sampling error is =2 percentage points.

Interviews are conducted with respondents on land-line telephones (for
respondents with a land-line telephone) and cellular phones (for
respondents who are cell-phone only).

In addition to sampling error, question wording and practical difficulties in
conducting surveys can introduce error or bias into the findings of public
opinion polls.

More related election articles can be found in here:

Electoral Map Predictions - June 18th 2008

Author: Independents will pick next president - Independents will
determine who wins the White House in November, according to an

author who has analyzed the influence of those voters.

Harris Poll/BYU Study Shows Not Much Voter Interest in

Candidates Rejecting Public Financing - For the first time in the 32
year history of the presidential public financing system, one or both major

party candidates for President may not take the general election grant of
$84 million along with the related spending limitations. But for more than
two-thirds of Americans turning down public funding has little impact on
they view the two candidates.

The Electoral Barometer Vs. The Polls - A question that keeps arising
in connection with this year's presidential race is why, given the
extremely favorable political environment for Democrats, Barack Obama
has not been able to establish a clear lead over John McCain in national
polls.



| Upcoming web chats |

Web chats are online, text-based discussions that allow audiences outside
the United States to interact with American citizens on a wide range of
topics. U.S. government and private sector subject experts, academics,
journalists, and everyday citizens are brought on as guests to do web chats
on USINFO.

To participate, you only need a computer with Internet access and a browser.
There is no special software to be downloaded.

For more information, please see the link below:

http://usinfo.state.gov/usinfo/Products/Webchats/fag.html

Date: Tuesday, July 1, 2008
Time: 09:00 am EDT (13:00 GMT)

U.5.ELECTIONS

http://www.america.gov/multimedia/askamerica.html#askamericagov_electi
ons_2008

Wondering about how delegates are counted or how the Electoral College
works? Curious where the presidential candidates stand on issues that impact
your country? Join America.gov's elections experts Michelle Austein and
George Burkes on the first Tuesday of every month to discuss the people,
processes and issues that shape the U.S. presidential race. They will answer
your questions and talk about the latest events on the 2008 campaign trail.

U.S. Elections: Your Questions

Date: Tuesday, July 08, 2008
Time: 02:00 EDT (06:00 GMT)

English Roundtable

http://www.america.gov/multimedia/askamerica.html#roundtable 08 july 2
008




Join us as we explore the ins and outs of English in our next English
Roundtable on July 8th. We hope to see you online!

Transcript of our June 3 Roundtable (PDF)
Transcript of our May 13 Roundtable (PDF)

| Past web chats |

If you are looking for past web chats, please go to the below link where you
can find them all:

http://www.america.gov/multimedia/askamerica.html#askamericagov_electi
ons_ 2008




Electronic Journals

Markets and Democracy

http://www.america.gov/publications/ejournalusa.htmli

The connection between markets and democracy has never
been a straight line. Since the 1700s economic thinkers have
been debating this complex relationship. Is it possible to have
free markets without democracy? Which develops first? Can
the incentive of economic growth lead to greater democracy in
countries that are not democratic? The 12 international
experts we’ve assembled in this issue take up different aspects
of the conundrum and offer their answers to these questions.
Our goal, however, is not to resolve a centuries-old intellectual
debate but to deepen our readers’ understanding about the
nuances of what is undeniably a matter of importance for
everybody in the world today.
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Publications

An Outline of American Geography:
Regional Landscapes of the United States

By Stephen S. Birdsall and John Florin

http://www.america.gov/publications/books.html#geo
This publication considers the physical environment of the
United States landforms, climate, soils, and vegetation — in
terms of its impact on the country's cultural, regional, and
political development.

Principles of Entrepreneurship

http://www.america.gov/publications/books.html#entrepren
eur

Economists and business people differ in their definitions of
entrepreneurship. Most, however, agree that
entrepreneurship is vital for stimulating economic growth
and employment opportunities in all societies. This is
particularly true in the developing world, where successful
small businesses are the primary engines of job creation and
poverty reduction. This page introduces the first eight of
what eventually will be a series of 21 one-page primers on
the fundamentals of entrepreneurship. It discusses the
essentials for building and running a business from the
planning stages to marketing a product.

Entrepreneurship

(Hard copies of these publications are available at the
Information Resource Center. Please visit us to get a

copy.)



Photo Gallery
and Videos

Telling America’s story with photos and videos.

Offering an audio-visual tour of the stories and issues shaping our world, the
photo gallery and videos are two of many invaluable services “America.gov”
site offers for its audience.
Both, the gallery and videos can be browsed by the following subjects:

Foreign Policy, U.S. Politics, American Life, Democracy, Science and Health.

Photo Gallery: Please visit the below galleries or go to the photo gallery
direct link to see more photo collections.
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/photogallery.html#7a78bf28-e356-

4d21-a311-0c218ec8f6f8

American Life:

Diversity in the

Science &
Health

Science &
Health:

Foreign Policy:

International

American Sustaining The Greening of Economic
Calendar Natural Wealth | Y-S.Colleges and System
=e= Universities

Videos:

Please point the mouse on any picture then use “Ctrl” key and click on the
link to take you the video you want to watch or go to the link below to see all

the video collection.

http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.html?playerld=1475282956

Democracy Video
Challenge

1 min. 30 sec.

—

3

AIDS Prevention

Message

1 min. 06 sec.

Volunteer Vacations:
Rebuilding New
Orleans
2 min. 10 sec.




| Websites of interest

Resources for Journalists:
1. Knight Digital Media Center

http://knightdigitalmediacenter.orqg/

Funded by the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation and created and
maintained through a partnership between the University of Southern
California’s Annenberg School for Communication and the University of
California Berkeley's Graduate School of Journalism, the Knight Digital Media
Center is a very nice resource for just about any type of working journalist.

Visitors to the site will find tutorials on being a better online journalist and
newsroom leader and incorporating new and innovative web blogs into their
work. Visitors can also learn about their seminar series and get the latest
updates from the multitude of web blogs they sponsor. Additionally, visitors
can click on through to some of their partner organizations, including J-Lab:
The Institute for Interactive Journalism and the Knight Citizen News Network.

2. Investigative Reporters and Editors, Inc.

http://wwwire.orq

IRE is an international organization run by investigative journalists.

A one-stop gateway for in-depth news reporting, this site is intended to assist
Journalists to obtain quick access to databases, model investigative stories,
and current background information.

3. American Journalism Review:

http://ajr.orqg

Lists professional organizations with links to electronic magazines and
newspapers in the field of journalism.



American Holidays

Friday, July 4 Independence Day

Fourth of July fireworks burst above the Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument, and U.S. Capitol in

Washington. (© AP Images)

Washington -- The United States celebrates its
Independence Day on July 4, a day of patriotic
celebration and family events throughout the country.
In the words of Founding Father John Adams, the
holiday is “the great anniversary festival. It ought to be
commemorated as the day of deliverance. It ought to
be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows,
games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations,
from one end of this continent to the other, from this
time forward forever more.”

The holiday is a major civic occasion, with roots deep in the Anglo-American
tradition of political freedom.

Community fireworks displays are common. In New York City, Macy's
department store for 30 years has sponsored a July 4 fireworks display. In
2005, the 30-minute show featured 35,000 shells launched from seven
barges afloat in the East River and in New York Harbor. The Associated Press
estimated that more than 3 million watched in person. The event also has
been televised nationally in recent years.

"The Fourth" is a family celebration. Picnics and barbeques are common. July
is summer in the United States, and millions of Americans escape the heat at
beaches and other vacation spots. Independence Day is not among the legal
holidays fixed on a Monday or Friday, but many employees use vacation time
to create an extended weekend, as in 2006, when the holiday occurred on a
Tuesday.

Construction of important public works sometimes begins on July 4. The Erie
Canal, Washington Monument and Baltimore and Ohio Railroad (the nation's
first) all broke ground on Independence Day. The date reflects a desire
symbolically to stamp these projects as true civic improvements.

A TIME FOR CIVIC PRIDE

The Fourth of July also is a time when elected officials and other public
figures give speeches extolling American traditions and values.

On July 4, 1788, Founding Father James Wilson addressed a Philadelphia
gathering that was, at that time, possibly the largest July 4 celebration in the



young nation’'s history. He exhorted his fellow citizens to ratify the proposed
Constitution. "What is the object exhibited to our contemplation?" he asked.
"A WHOLE PEOPLE exercising its first and greatest power -- performing an
act of SOVEREIGNTY, ORIGINAL and UNLIMITED ....”

On July 4, 1852, the black journalist and abolitionist Frederick Douglass
decried the evils of slavery, still prevalent in the American South at that
time, but identified forces "drawing encouragement from the Declaration of
Independence, the great principles it contains, and the genius of American
Institutions in operation” that "must inevitably work the downfall of slavery."

Ninety years later, near the darkest moments of World War 11, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt reminded the nation that July 4 symbolized "the
democratic freedom which our citizens claim as their precious birthright:"

For the "weary, hungry, unequipped Army of the American Revolution,”™ he
continued, “the Fourth of July was a tonic of hope and inspiration. So is it
now .... The tough, grim men who fight for freedom in this dark hour take
heart in its message -- the assurance of the right to liberty under God -- for
all peoples and races and groups and nations, everywhere in the world.”

On July 4, 2001, President George W. Bush spoke outside Independence Hall,
Philadelphia, and the birthplace of the Declaration of Independence. That
document, he said, continues to represent "the standard to which we hold
others, and the standard by which we measure ourselves. Our greatest
achievements have come when we have lived up to these ideals. Our
greatest tragedies have come when we have failed to uphold them."

Across the nation, civic leaders at all levels echo these words, and their
audiences give thanks for the freedom and liberties that the founding
generation won for all Americans.



