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On April 8, the U.S. Embassy in Damascus signed an agreement with Banque Bemo Saudi 
Fransi that will allow applicants for American visitor visas to pay the visa application fee in 
designated Banque Bemo Saudi Fransi branches using Syrian pounds.  This will facilitate the 
application process for applicants, who previously had to pay the fee in U.S. dollars at the 
American embassy.   

The new arrangement with Banque Bemo Saudi Fransi is the latest in a series of steps the U.S. 
Embassy has taken recently to make the visa application process easier.  In October 2009, the 
Consular Section began using an online appointment system, making it possible for 
nonimmigrant visa applicants to schedule appointments from anyplace with Internet access, 
eliminating the need to visit the embassy in person to schedule an appointment. 

In November 2009, the Consular Section began working with DHL to enable visa applicants to 
send their passports to the embassy and receive them from the embassy by express courier, rather 
than delivering and picking up their passports in person.   As a result of these changes, the visa 
application process now takes only one visit to the U.S. Embassy rather than four. 

In March 2010, the Consular Section began using a completely online nonimmigrant visa 
application form (the DS-160), which makes the visa issuance process faster.  There has already 
been a significant increase in the speed with which we can issue a visa.  Whereas 18 months ago, 
it took approximately two to three months to issue a visa, and we advised the public to apply 
well in advance, we are now generally able to issue a visa in well under one month. 

American citizens may also arrange with DHL to have their new U.S. passports delivered by 
DHL.  The Consular Section extended the appointment system to American citizens seeking 
routine passport and notary services to ensure that it was always prepared to offer the requested 
service. 

For more information on the consular services of the U.S. Embassy in Syria, please visit our 
website: http://damascus.usembassy.gov. 
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اcdeZJة >SZ?_ `a_ b اSLIJدي ا8IPBHJ ا[U?9 8VJGW X@ّZAُ GًMGH زGAرة اGARSJت  GI?Pن 8وKLM اGHIJرة اAB<C@?< 89 د>;: 89 
اAB<C@?< أن SL9cAا رStم اB9 89 fghJوع >cdدة aVgJ` و_B?gJGة اSIJرA<، و>pq Xن ذJ` أن gZk lmIA?< اcjeJم _U?9 fghا 

8@AB<Cر اRوcJG_ رة وGHIJم 89 اStBJا اSL9cA أن :_GIJ89 ا um?gk نGآ XAwJا X?<cjeZJا xgk. 

hy 8IPBHJدي اSLIJا SZ?_ `a_ b< اءB{|ا اwه l@;A lL~J ًاBy�< >?@AB<Cرة اGHIJا Gm]w�]ات اShy >gIgt XZ� ةcAc{ ةS
�8g 89 اGHIJرة _c�etGام G�Pم [S< cAcdاfgW >?gZk2009  xgk c?k اU?HJا أآ�XAB;] 8H9 ،>JSmt B اCول ajJا uIjJع اBq

@Gن lyc< �?9 B9SeA إVq >@Vq xJ@< ا|X< �ًkG{ ،KPBeP اB?� U?9 8<cjeZJ X@ZZJ اB~mJة أن cdAدوا >SاX< umJ c?k أي >
ckSZJا cAcdeJ Gً?��q رةGHIJرة اGAز xJإ >{GdJا >?ma<و ،KPBeP|ا. 

 8PG�Jا XAB;] Bmq 89آ<  2009وBq b< lZLJG_ 8g�ajJا uIjJأ اc_)دي إ[� إل ( X< U?HJ8 ا<cje< X?@ZeJ `Jوذ bABIJا cABVgJ
�y Xل cy lMGP>< اcABVJ اX< Rًc_ ،bABIJ اGdJ}< إu?gI] xJ وا�etم إرGtل }Sازات BHtهu إxJ اGHIJرة و[X< Gm?jg اGHIJرة >

Gً?��q um]ازاS{ . رةGHIJا xJإ �j9 ةcرة وا�GAز fghe] اU?9 xgk لS�dgJ مcjeJا >?gZk KdVات أ�B??�eJا �wmJ >~?ePو
 .اX< Rًc_ >?@AB<C أر_b زGAرات

�c�eIA 8gمajJا uIjJا wy8 أ�GZJذار ا� Bmq 89و GZetه8 ا KPBeP|ا >@Vq xgk ةB9Se< >?PوBe@Jـرة إJاDS-160) ( B?� U?HJ
U?HJار اcإ� >?gZk bABI] 89 ckGI?t B<أ Sة وهB~mJا . 

 lVj9 ،اU?HJار اcإ� >kBt 89 دةGAز lLHJG_ Kjjd] cjJ18  89 Gaوآ Bmqأ >��� xJإ XABmq SdP قB�eIA B<Cن اGاً آBmq
VM اU?HJا fghJ مcjeJG_ ��aP 8�GZJا Bmq X< B?�@_ lMأ KMS_ اU?HJار اcم إ�S?Jا b?heIP GZa?_ ،lASW KMS_ BHIJا ckS< l

cوا�. 

 b< :?IaeJG_ اS<SjA أن Gً�Aم أS?Jا X??@AB<Cا X?aWاSZgJ X@ZAدي إ[� إل(و ( uهBHt ازاتS{ xgk GmJ�y X< اSg�d?J
�l إ. اcAc~Jة?J c?kاSZJا cAcd] مG�P b?tSe_ 8g�ajJا uIjJم اGM cjJ دونSA XAwJا X??@AB<Cا X?aWاSZJا xJ 

>_SghZJت اG<c�Jا uAcjeJ ةcLeI< Gً<دو GmPن أGZ�J :Ac�eJت اG<cy xgkو >?a?]رو BHt ازاتS{ xgk لS�dJا. 

bMSZJرة اGAU_ اSg�H] >AرSt 89 >?@AB<Cة اcdeZJت اGARSJرة اGHt 89 >?g�ajJت اG<c�Jل اS� تG<SgLZJا X< cAUZJ :
.http://damascus.usembassy.gov 
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