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Ambassador Robert Ford Arrives in Damascus
January 16, 2011

Damascus — United States Ambassador to Syria Robert Ford arrived in Damascus today in the
afternoon.

Ambassador Ford, a career member of the Senior Foreign Service, was sworn in on January 7.
He will formally present his credentials to Syrian President Bashar Al-Asad.

U.S. President Obama had announced on December 29 his intent to dispatch Robert Ford to fill
the post that had been vacant for an extended period of time.

Ambassador Ford’s appointment represents a tangible American action to try to find common
interests between Syria and the United States through more regular and direct discussion with the
Syrian government and people.

Prior to his appointment, Ambassador Ford worked for the Office of the Inspector General at the
U.S. Department of State. Before that posting, he served as the Deputy Chief of Mission at the
U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, Irag. From 2006 to 2008, he served as the U.S. Ambassador to
Algeria.

Ambassador Ford has served at a number of other posts since entering the Foreign Service in
1985, including Izmir, Cairo, Algiers, Manama, and Yaoundé. Ambassador Ford earned a
Master of Arts from Johns Hopkins University in 1983. His wife, Alison Barkley, is also an
American diplomat currently serving in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Ambassador Ford and his wife
make their home in the state of Vermont in the United States.
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